
Inspection of La Petite Chouette
17 The Mall, London, Ealing W5 2PJ

Inspection date: 1 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm and friendly welcome as they arrive happily at this small, 
nurturing setting. As a bilingual nursery, staff plan and implement an interesting 
curriculum based on both the early years foundation stage and the French 
framework. Staff immerse the children in both French and English throughout the 
day, helping children develop an understanding of both languages, even if they are
not yet able to express themselves verbally.

Children's behaviour is good. They know the routines of their room and wait 
patiently for their turn at activities. Children respond promptly to reminders about 
sharing. Staff support children to understand their feelings and emotions, talking to
them and using visual resources they can relate to. They have high expectations 
for the children. Children enjoy looking at pictures of their families displayed on the
wall. This helps children to feel secure during their settling in and supports children
in understanding differences between people and families. Staff help children to 
feel safe and secure during settling in or if they become upset by offering cuddles 
and sitting them on their laps to share books or explore a toy.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents are very happy with the care and educational experiences they receive 
at the nursery. They comment that communication is very strong, and they are 
grateful for the daily information they receive via the online system. Parents are 
kept well informed about their children's progress and know what they are 
learning during their time at the nursery. Parents speak positively of the gradual 
settling-in process and feel they are well supported during this time. They are 
welcomed into the nursery each morning to take their children to their rooms 
and are invited in throughout the year to celebrate special days, such as the 
Mother's Day breakfast. 

n Overall, children enjoy fresh air and plenty of opportunities for physical exercise 
indoors and out. They take part in weekly yoga sessions and regularly enjoy 
completing obstacle courses where they climb over large, soft blocks and crawl 
through tunnels. This helps the development of their gross motor skills. Children 
are encouraged to navigate the obstacle courses in their own way, supporting 
them to problem solve. 

n The toddlers share the garden with the independent school. Since the school's 
inspection, the staff team has introduced more resources to their outdoor area, 
such as sensory experiences. However, the outdoor area still does not fully 
support children to consistently benefit from rich experiences across all areas of 
learning.

n Children are encouraged to be independent throughout the day. They feed 
themselves with a spoon, fetch their own water bottles, help to tidy up and try 
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to put on their coats and shoes. Staff are highly attentive and support the 
children when required. Children receive lots of praise and encouragement, 
which builds their self-esteem. Children behave very well. 

n Staff monitor children's progress through regular observations. They know their 
children well and speak of their achievements since starting at the nursery. Staff
plan purposeful activities, which reinforce and build on what children have 
previously learned. For example, they roll coloured cars through black paint and 
make marks on white paper to learn the black and white colour names in French
and English. Children confidently recall the colour names from previous learning 
in a past activity.

n Staff report they feel well supported and can discuss issues with the 
headteacher. They attend regular supervision meetings, where they set targets 
for improvement and discuss children's next steps. There are a variety of online 
training courses available for staff to develop their practice.

n Staff develop children's understanding of different cultures and celebrate special 
occasions, such as Chinese New Year and Valentines Day. To help promote a 
love of reading, children celebrate World Book Day by bringing in photos of 
themselves reading stories at home with their family and dressing up as their 
favourite book character. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand the importance of keeping children safe. They are aware of the 
signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of abuse or neglect and 
know the procedures to follow should they have a concern about a child's safety or 
well-being. Thorough recruitment and vetting procedures are in place to ensure 
that all staff are suitable to work with children. Staff risk assess daily, ensuring 
children are able to play in a safe and secure environment. Procedures for signing 
children in and out of the nursery are robust.  Staff complete regular safeguarding 
and paediatric first-aid training. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the outdoor provision even further to provide a rich environment that 
encompasses all areas of learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2604697

Local authority Ealing 

Inspection number 10262928

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 2

Total number of places 7

Number of children on roll 7

Name of registered person La Chouette School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2604696

Telephone number 02085675323

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

La Petite Chouette was registered in 2020. The nursery is situated in the London 
Borough of Ealing. The nursery is open from 9am to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday, 
during term time only. On Wednesdays, the nursery is open until 12pm. Holidays 
are based around the French school calendar. The nursery employs three members
of childcare staff. All hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 3 and
2. This is a bilingual nursery school. The nursery provides care for children aged 
one- and two-years-old. The nursery is situated in the same building as the La 
Chouette School. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky McDougal
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
headteacher and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n The headteacher joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked about their 
curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to the headteacher about the leadership and management 

of the setting. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning. 
n The headteacher and inspector carried out joint observations of group activities.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n The headteacher provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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